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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has been preparing 
and publishing school textbooks and other educational material for children and 
teachers. These publications are regularly revised on the basis of feedback from students, 
teachers, parents, and teacher educators. Research done by the NCERT also forms the 
basis for updating and revision. 

This book is based on the National Curriculum Framework for School Education — 
2000 and the syllabi prepared in accordance with it. The Executive Committee of the 
NCERT, in its meeting held on 19 July 2004, discussed all aspects related to the quality 
of textbooks and decided that the textbooks of all subjects should undergo a quick 
review. In pursuance of this decision, the NCERT constituted 23 Quick Review 
Committees to examine all the textbooks. These committees identified various errors of 
conceptual, factual and linguistic nature. The review process also took note of the 
evaluation of textbooks undertaken earlier. The exercise has now been completed and 
the errors identified have been corrected. We hope that this revised edition 
will serve as an effective medium of teaching and learning. We look forward to your 
suggestions to enable us to further improve the quality of this book. 


SECRETARY 
New Delhi National Council of Educational 
January 2005 Research and Training 
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CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 
Preamble 


WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having 
solemnly resolved to constitute India into 


a SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR ` 


DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to 
allits citizens: 


JUSTICE, social, economic and 
political; 
LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, 
faith and worship; 


EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; 
and to promote among them all 


FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of 
the individual and the unity and integrity of 
the Nation; 


IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, 
do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE 
TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION. 
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A NOTE TO THE TEACHER 


Learning English Textbook for Class V is a part of the new series of textual materials 
being launched by the NCERT for the teaching of English as a subject at the primary 
level. The series is presented as a package for school children starting English as a 
subject of study from Class I. 


All the units in the textbook are based on certain pre-identified language 
structures. The teacher may like to identify and consciously reinforce them. The 
book begins with a small rhyme, based on personal hygiene and cleanliness. The 
teacher should attempt to read out the poem and focus on its inherent rhythm and 
encourage the child to recite it with actions. A Dog's Tale in Unit I has the theme of 
having a concern for animals and an awareness about the interdependence of living 
beings. The story is placed in a situation with which the child is familiar. This is 
followed by Waste in Use. This is a piece that highlights application skills — the skill 
of using of one's hands to create beautiful things out of waste material. The teacher 
should focus on application skills and reinforce the value of manual work. Babbar 
and Fudku is a humorous comic strip. One of its exercises is based on looking up 
the dictionary. This is a skill which the teacher needs to initiate the child into 
gradually. The teacher may help the child in looking up a dictionary in alphabetical 
order, at the beginning. 

Unit II contains a small story, Merry Christmas, about the birth of Christ and 
the festivities associated with the celebration of Christmas. A Christmas carol has 
also been introduced. The teacher may like to introduce more carols in the classroom 
and sing them along with the children. An attempt may be made to introduce the 
child to the celebrations associated with various festivals of India. 


In Unit III, A Misunderstanding is a story woven around a vigorous kite-flying 
contest. The character of a policeman as a kind and sympathetic individual has 
been introduced. The teacher may like to organise a conversation/discussion on 
other occupations like a doctor, a lawyer, a politician, etc. One of the exercises in the 
unit is based on reading a map of a locality and identifying the places mentioned in 
it. The teacher should encourage the children to do it on their own for developing 
their self-learning skills. This would help to prepare the children to become 
autonomous learners. Unit IV has a very specific purpose. It tries to introduce the 
learner to disaster management skills at a very basic and elementary level. A 
Courageous Act is a story based on cyclone. When the Earth Trembles is a short 
prose passage on earthquake. While teaching these two pieces, the teacher should 
try to develop in the children the skill of responding suitably for survival when a 
natural disaster strikes. The value of helping each other and collectively responding 
to a disaster should also be highlighted. Discussion could be initiated on other natural 
disasters like fire, flood, etc. 

A Change that Matters in Unit V is based on the theme of protecting rare 
animals and creatures from becoming extinct. This story is woven around a turtle. 


viii 


The teacher may like to organise a discussion around other rare animals which are 
on the verge of becoming extinct like the dolphin and how children can spread an 
awareness about a need for their protection. 


The next two pieces in the unit focus on developing recreational skills among 
the children — the ability for aesthetic appreciation, enjoyment and relaxation. Putul 
Celebrates Vasant Panchami reinforces and reiterates the theme of introducing 
the child to the different festivals of India. Me and Pandit Ravi Shankar has been 
specially provided to give the child an interface with the rich musical heritage of 
India. Through the autobiography of a sitar, the child is introduced to different 
types of Indian musical instruments and their main exponents. The teacher should 
make a conscious effort to identify each kind of musical instrument mentioned in 
the text and show it to the children, if possible. A variety of activities can be woven 
around this unit for the development of the creative and aesthetic aspect of the child's 
personality to appreciate art and music. Pinocchio in Unit VII is a small, interesting 
story about a puppet. Unit VIII contains two pieces: The Right Choice and The 
Party in School. The thrust in both the pieces is on development of work related 
skills in children. It is expected that through this unit, the teacher will be-able to 
develop in the children a healthy respect for manual work. The teacher could also 
highlight the fact that having an interest or a hobby is something to be nurtured 
since it helps an individual to develop a rounded personality. The teacher could use 
The Party in School for generation of similar activities for preparation of simple 
recipes which would help develop application skills among children and encourage 
them to work with their hands for reducing dependence on others. 


The next two units — The Secret Mission and Kidnapped — have been provided 
for extended reading to develop in the learner a capacity to understand, appreciate 
and enjoy a piece of given text. It provides emphasis on the development of reading 
skills, and the ability to read large chunks of printed text and to comprehend the 
same. Through these two adventure stories an effort has also been made to introduce 
the child to the world of electronic and technical innovations. The last unit, The 
Wedding of a Tiger, is a humorous piece provided for extended reading. As children 
find comic strips interesting, a story has been provided in the comic strip format 
with very little of evaluation exercises. The teacher may like to utilise the last three 
units to generate conversation exercises for the development of the oral-aural skills 
in children. 


The evaluation exercises have been prepared in a manner that is child-friendly 
and interesting. They aim at the development of self-learning skills amongst children 
by exciting them to take up the Do-it-Yourself activities on their own. Specific 
directions have been provided as footnotes wherever necessary to help and support 
the teacher in transaction of the textbook in the classroom. These could also be 
used by parents and guardians to guide the child at home if needed. 


The textbook contains language items and structures which need proper 
reinforcement through more language-based exercises. These have been provided 
in the workbook. That goes as a package with the textbook. Teaching-learning of 
the textbook should be undertaken through adequate supplementation by the 
Learning English Workbook for Class V. 
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CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 


Part IV A (Article 51 A) 
Fundamental Duties 


Fundamental Duties — It shall be the duty of every citizen of India — 


(a) to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National 
Flag and the National Anthem; 


(b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for 
freedom; 


(c) to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India; 
(d) to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so; 


(e) to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people 
of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to 
renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women; 


(f) to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture; 


(g) to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers, 
wildlife and to have compassion for living creatures; 


(h) to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform; 
(i) to safeguard public property and to abjure violence; 


(j) to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so 
that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievement; 


(k) who is a parent or guardian, to provide opportunities for education to his child or, 
as the case may be, ward between the age of six and fourteen years. 
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Unit 3 
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Read and Enjoy 


Hair and teeth and face and hands 
Get a little paste, | 
Squeeze it on a brush, 

Rub it up and down, 

In a rush, rush, rush. 

Don't forget your gums, 

It's difficult a bit, 

Scrub it.all around, 


And then spit, spit, spit. 


Get a little sponge, 

Wet it in the sink, 

Rub it on your face, 

Till you wink, wink, wink. 


VERES "7 
4 


i Sree 


Don't forget your ears, 

Don’t forget your neck, 

Rub it round your cheeks, 
And then check, check, check. 


Get a little soap, 
Hold it in a grip, 


Rub it in your hands, 
Until they slip, slip, slip. 
Don't forget the dirt, 
Don't forget the ink, 
Wash away the suds, 

In the sink, sink, sink. 


Get a little comb, 

Pull it through with care, 
Straighten out the strands, 
Of your hair, hair, hair. 
Don't forget the back, 
Don’t forget the top, 

Make it all look neat, 

And then stop, stop, stop. 


Young Mili lived with her grandmother in an old house. 
Their pet Alsatian dog Moti was there to guard them. 
Everybody was scared of him. 

Moti's main source of irritation was Mong, the 
mongoose. He had small eyes and a bushy tail. He lived 
in the backyard. He would often creep into Moti's kennel 
when Moti was not there. Whenever he found Moti dozing, 
he would quietly creep into the kennel and eat up whatever 


food was left in the dog's feeding bowl. After eating Moti's 
food, he would leave. One day, Moti woke up while Mong 
was leaving. Moti became furious. How dare Mong do so? 
He began to keep an eye on Moti. But even then his left- 
over food continued to vanish, right under his nose! Moti's 
anger knew no bounds and he decided to punish the 
naughty little mongoose. 
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One day Mong was resting in his hole, when he noticed 
a thick black snake quietly slithering towards the inner 
courtyard. He realised that the lives of the residents of 
the house were in danger. Even at the risk of arousing 
Moti's anger, Mong decided to attack the snake. 

Mong calmly went after the snake, as he had planned. 
He wanted to pounce upon it at the right moment. Moti 
was not aware of the danger. So, the moment he noticed 
Mong, he decided to have his revenge. 


(4 
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Just then Mili came out of her room and screamed in 
fright, “Snake! Snake!” 

Moti, full of wrath and fury, was preparing to attack 
Mong. But he saw Mong pouncing upon the snake. There 
was a long battle between the mongoose and the snake. 
Everybody was stunned with shock. “So Mong had come 
out to kill the snake! Not to steal my food!” Moti felt 
ashamed. He thought, “Mong has proved to be a better 
guard than me”. He realised his mistake and rushed to 
Mong’s help. 

Both of them forced the poisonous snake to run for its 
life. Moti realised the need of Mong to safeguard the house. 
They lived happily ever after. 


Answer the following questions. 
Where did Mili live? 
Who was Moti? " 
Who was Mong? x 
Why was Moti angry with ME ss 
How did Mong save everybody's life? 
When did Moti realise his mistake? 


pota v pom 


Break each of the following sentences up into two. The first one is 
done for you. 


1. He had small eyes and a bushy tail. 


He had small eyes. 
He had a bushy tail. 


2. He would quietly creep into the kennel and eat up Moti's food. 


3. Mili came out of her room and screamed in fright. 


4. Moti realised his mistake and rushed to Mong's help. 


Use the proper forms of the words given and fill in the blanks. The first 
one is done for you. 


l. prepare. preparing 


Rahul did not go to play because he was preparing for his 
examination 


wait 
depart 
bleed 


Da Fw 


We often throw a lot of materials as waste. But, do you 
know that we can use them to make beautiful and useful 
things. 


Lets use some waste material and make Spotty, the 


happy puppy. 


Material Required 


l. 


one rectangular piece Tn D 
of cardboard rolled as pee Ce? st 


a cylinder or an 


empty cylindrical box 
2. a small piece of cardboard from your old notebook 
3. gum 
4. some round bindis or small round pieces of coloured 
paper 
5. a piece of paper cut into the shape of a leaf. 
Method 
1. Use the cylinder to make the body 
of the pup. 
2.. Cutoutthe face, ears, and legs from 


the cardboard and stick them to the 
cylinder with thé help of gum. 


3. Now curl one piece of paper 
for its tail and attach it to 
the body. 


4. You may also colour it with 
water colours or water and 
turmeric solution. 


5. Now stick the bindis or the 
small round pieces of paper 
on its body. 


6. Stick two round pieces of 
paper to make its eyes. 


Bow! Wow! 


Your happy puppy is ready. 
Lets call it Spotty. 


So, from now onwards you needn't throw away waste 


material. Instead you can try making wonderful things 
out of them. 


* T can ie asked to bring these waste materials from fone 
* Ask one child to read out the instructions one by one in the class. 
* Ask other students to follow them and make Spotty, the happy puppy. 


Once upon a time there lived an old lion, Babbar, in the 
forest. He used to prowl about in the forest in search of 
food. One day, as he was going along the bank of a river 
he saw a little frog. His name was Fudku. 


Stop, you little creature. I haven't had anything to eat 
for many days. I am tired and very hungry. I wouldn't 
mind eating you. But before I do that, I would like to 
know who you are. What are you doing in my territory? 


3 


| ofi the whole forest. [^ 
 canleapveryfarand _ 
can do all kinds of 
wonderful things. 
Come now, here is a 
small river. Would 

you like to compete 

. with mec Let's see 


à .. Good, lets jump 
did Here I go! — 


LS aea 


Babbar jumped. Fudku swung along with him and 
landed on the ground just ahead of him. 


What are you 
looking for Mr. 
Babbar? I am 
here much ahead 
of you. Well, I've 
beaten you in 
this. Now, let's 


try spitting! 


Not to be outwitted by such a tiny creature, the lion 
accepted the challenge. But Babbar had not eaten 
anything for quite sometime. His stomach was empty 
and his tongue was quite dry. So, only a little saliva came 
out from his mouth when he spat. 

Then Fudku's turn came. He spat out a great mass 
of the lion's hair, which he had bitten off from the end of 
his tail. 


in: in your stomach? 


Oh! Only yesterday 
I killed a lion and 
ate him for my 
meal. This is a 
small clump of hair 
which I couldn't 


digest. 


The lion turned about and 
fled into the forest. The clever 
frog, Fudku, sat on a big 
rock and laughed heartily. 


He took a deep breath and let 
out a loud croak of victory. He 
had fooled the great big lion! 


I. Answer the following questions. 


Why was the old lion wandering about in the forest? 
Who did he meet near the river? 

Who won the first competition and how? 

What was the second competition about? 

Who won the second competition and how? 

Who was the cleverer of the two? 

Who do you like more in the story? Give reasons. 
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IL. Complete the following word web 


afraid old hungry uaa 


Hi. The spellings of the cries of the following animals have been jumbled 
up. Arrange them in order and fill in the blanks. One is done for you. 


"ANIOXe es v eee A monkey 


cir T 


s connection, see page 88. 


T: 


TEPRUMT 


Elephants Asses 
or or 
An elephant Anass 


Rewrite the words given below in the correct alphabetical order and 
look up their meanings in a dictionary and write them in the space 
given on the right. 


spit 


prowl 


V. Some words have been jumbled up on Babbar's body. Pick up these 
words and write them in the eme provided in the pugmarks to form 


cm k 


Read and Enjoy 


Come they told me, pa rum pum; 
A new born King to see, pa rum pum pum; () 
Our finest gifts we bring, pa rum pum ur lh 


Ww 
To lay before the King, pa rum pum pu 


Rum pum pum pum, rum pum im pum: 
So to honour Him, pa rum pum pum pum; 


When we come) (V 


Little Baby, fa imd um pum; 
Y am ae. boy too, pa m pum pus; 


Thats At o gh ing; ffa rum pum pum pum; 
mr pim pam pum; 


um pum pum; 


à 1I play for you? pa rum p 


I played my $ s fim. pa rum pum pum pum; 
Rum pum pum pt m j run pum pum pum; 
Then He smiled at me, pa rum pum pum pum. 


Christmas is a time of great cheer. All over the world, it is 
celebrated with great joy. It is on this day that Jesus Christ 
was born in Bethlehem to Mary . Bethlehem is near 


Jerusalem. People wish each other by saying “Merry 
Christmas". 


Jesus Christ spread the message of universal 
love and peace. When He was born, a star 
appeared in the sky. One night three men 
noticed a star shining in the East. These 
three men vrere called the Magi and were 
known for their wisdom. They had set out 

on a journey to follow the star and find 


the newborn messenger of God, the Messiah. The star 
led the wise men through fields and over mountains, 
until they arrived in Bethlehem. The star stood over the 
place where infant Jesus had been born. Mary had kept 
Jesus in a manger since He was born in a stable. 

When the wise men arrived, they found baby Jesus 
with His mother, Mary, and His father, Joseph. The place 
shone with the glory of God. The wise men knew that this 
Messiah was truly the King of Kings. They rejoiced with 
exceedingly great joy. The three wise men bowed before 
Jesus and offered 
priceless gifts to Him. 
The angels in heaven 
rejoiced, for they also 
knew that Jesus was the 
son of God. 

The mention of 
Christmas reminds us 
of Santa Claus. Do you 
know who is Santa 
Claus? He is also called 
Christmas Father 
because he loves to give 
gifts to children. On 
Christmas Eve, he 
comes in a sleigh driven 


* Magi ia-pronbunted asi 2 pi 
* manger: a container for feeding cattle or horses 
* Messiah: the Saviour; Jesus Christ. 


by reindeer. He is believed to come 
down through the chimneys. 
Children hang their stockings up 
at night for Santa to drop gifts into 
them. They feel happy when they 
see gifts in the morning. Children 
love Santa very much. 


Christmas is also the time when people sing carols. A carol 
is a song of joy or praise. 


Here is one for you: 


AWAY IN A MANGER 


Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay. 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 


The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky. 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 


Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay. 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care. 
And fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 


: a bay's bed 
nigh : near 

stockings: tight fitting covering for foot and leg (like socks) reaching 
to or above the knee. 


Miss = wm amar. "-— | 
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Answer the following questions. 
1. Why is Christmas celebrated? 


What is the message of Jesus? 


Where was Jesus born? 


2 
3. Why did the three wise men follow the star? 
4 
5 


Why do children love Santa Claus? 


(a) There are some words from the text given in the box below. Write their 
opposites in the boxes of the Chrismas tree. One is done for you. 


hate dim sorrow - 
disappeared departed d 


(b) Now, use these words in sentences of your own. 


p 


Hi. Write down three gifts that you'd like to give to baby Jesus. 


pu 2 t £ AN 


T 
2. 
3. 


IV. Complete this letter to Santa. 


Iam this letter to you from India. 


This Christmas, I want 


(i) a new pencil because my old one is broken. 
Gi)" (RU C5 .CoBecause 
(iii) because 


Hope you'll not disappoint me. 


Waiting for you, 


Yours affectionately, 


(Put your signature) 


It was a pleasant Sunday evening. Aziz hurriedly finished his 
schoolwork and ran out of the house. He was holding his 
lovely green kite. His friends Billoo, Faiz, Diga, Olga and Vignesh 
were already waiting for him in front of his house. An exciting 
contest of kite-flying was expected near the main crossing. 
They all started for the ground. On their way they saw their 
new neighbour, Mr. Jasbir Singh, a traffic constable. He was 
coming towards them. They all exchanged glances and moved 
even faster to avoid talking to him. Mr Jasbir Singh was a tall 


man with a bushy moustache and piercing eyes. The children 
were quite scared of this man. They thought that he was an 
unkind person. 

The children hurriedly crossed the busy street and 
finally reached the playground. A cool breeze was 
blowing in the field. They divided themselves AF 
into two groups. Aziz, Billoo and Olga were in 4. J) 
one team and Faiz, Diga and Vignesh formed 
the other team. Aziz’s group had a green 
kite and Diga's group had an orange one. 
The contest began and both the kites 
took off at the same tinie. The kites 
looked like beautiful butterflies in the 
sky. All the spectators were 
clapping and cheering them. Both 
the kites were sailing 
majestically in the blue sky. 


It was certainly a very exciting contest. All of them were in 
high spirits. Suddenly Aziz pulled the string of his kite and 
he managed to cut the thread of Diga's kite. Diga's orange 
kite dived downwards and everyone applauded Aziz. Aziz ran 
to catch the kite. While chasing the kite he reached the main 
crossing and when he looked around he found himself in the 
midst of the traffic. Before he could do anything a cyclist hit 
him and he fell down on the road. Aziz got badly injured. His 
knee was bleeding profusely. He started crying . 

Though all the children 
reached there, they felt quite 
helpless. The joy of the 
contest suddenly burst like a 
balloon. At this moment 
Mr. Jasbir Singh, the traffic 
constable, arrived on the spot. 
He lifted Aziz in his strong arms 
and carried him to the clinic 
near the crossing. He said to Aziz 


in a very soft tone, "Don't worry, 
my son! You'll be all right.” 
Aziz felt relaxed and 
comfortable in his arms and 
listened to his heartbeat while 
he was carrying him. Aziz said 
to himself, *He certainly has a 
big heart". He realised that Mr. 
Jasbir Singh was a sympathetic 
and kind person. He was not 
frightened of him any more. He 
began to smile as tears of 
gratitude rolled down his cheeks. 


I. Answer the following questions. 


1. Where did the boys go for kite flying? 

Why were the boys scared of Mr. Jasbir Singh? 

Who fell down on the road? 

Who helped him? 

Why did the opinion of Aziz about Mr. Jasbir Singh change? 


CA MESS 


II. Pick up the words from the big kite and place them under the words 
which mean the same. One is done for you. 


feelings of pity 
or sorrow for 
someone else 


thankfulness f. p very bad of. | 
or appreciation li unpleasant 
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(a) Look at the following illustrations and describe the incident in 
your own words. 


(b You may use these words: scooterist, cyclist, traffic signal, 
number-plate, complaint, first-aid, wireless. 


^. 


IV. The next morning Faiz goes to school and tells his classmates about 
the incident. 
Imagine yourself to be Faiz. Write in about 100 words what you would tell 
your friends. 


V. Look at the map given below paying attention to the various places 
mentioned in it. 


(a) Now fill in the blanks with the words chosen from the box. 


(b) 


l. Thecity school is the bookstore and the children’s 
park. 


2. The hospital is the park. 
The embassy is the bank. 


3 
4. 'The bookstore is the city school. 


ol 


The supermarket is the hotel. 


Suppose your friend gets down at M.G. Marg Bus Stop. How would 
you guide him to your house? Imagine that you stay in M Block 
flats. 


Read and Enjoy 


I wonder what my kite can see, 

So high above the world and me. 
And if the birds are friends to him, 
As I am friends with Jack and Jim. 
And are the clouds just really rain, 

That melts and pours all down again? 
O! he must know a thousand things, 
As much as schoolmasters, and kings. 

But will he breathe a word to me? 


No, he's quiet as quiet can be. 


PEARL FonBEs MACEWEN 


It was a Sunday. School was closed. Gayatri was very 
excited. She was going out with her father for fishing 
in the sea. Gayatri's father was a fisherman. Everyday 
he went out to the sea in his fishing trawler. He had 
promised Gayatri that he would teach her fishing. She 
wanted to take up her father's profession when she 
grew up. 


“SA 


As she was tying her shoe-laces, she heard a news 
flash on the radio. A cyclonic storm was expected to hit 
the coast of Andhra Pradesh within the next twenty-four 
hours. She knew that the cyclone would bring strong 
winds, heavy rains and high tides in the sea. It would 
topple trees and damage houses. There would be heavy 


rain, which could cause floods. She rushed out to warn 
her father. Both of them heard the loud clap of thunder. 
Big drops of rain started falling. They could see the waves 
of the sea rising higher and higher. 

It was late evening. The cyclone had hit the area! It 
had been raining continuously. Floodwaters had already 
entered Gayatri's house. They had placed all small 
household items like food articles, utensils, candles and 
matchboxes on beds, tables and chairs. By morning there 
was water everywhere. 


After an uncomfortable night, Gayatri went to her 
terrace and looked around. The entire area was submerged 
in water. The little huts near her house could not be seen 
anywhere. She realised that they had been washed away 
by the flood. The bomeless people were sitting on tree 
| stumps and other places, which were not submerged. 


P V 


uec a» MEE D T 


Gayatri thought that she had to do something. She 
swam towards the boat lying outside her house. She rowed 
powerfully towards the marooned people. She helped them 
board the boat and rowed to the Town Hall. They were 
received there by the district authorities. Then she came 
back home. She requested her mother to give her some 
clothes, food , matchboxes and candles. She packed them 
in a water-proof bag and returned to the Town Hall. The 
materials were handed over to the supervisor of the 
temporary shelter home. They were distributed. Food was 
cooked for the people. They felt warm and happy. Gayatri 
was happy too. She had helped her neighbours in their 


hour of need. 


= 
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To the Teacher — 
| * marooned: abandoned in a remote place. 


——M Ie antt m - 


Answer the following questions. 


l- 
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Why was Gayatri excited? 
What did she want to do when she would grow up? 

What was the news flash on the radio? 

What did Gayatri know about cyclones? 

What did Gayatri's family do when floodwaters entered their house? 


Why were Gayatri's neighbours sitting on tree stumps? 
How did Gayatri help the people trapped in the floods? 


Imagine that a cyclone is about to hit your town. Write a short note for 


your friend. Tell her in brief, how she should prepare to face the cyclone. 


; 1 Telt 


2. Initiate a discussion on disasters like floods, fire etc and the safety 


ll the children that for writing short notes, they should: 
* be brief; : 
* focus on the main information; 

* write in points, rather than full sentences; 

* avoid formal salutation, introduction or conclusion. 


measures that should be taken when they occur. 


Read and Enjoy 


I hear leaves drinking rain; 

I hear rich leaves on top 
Giving the poor beneath 
Drop after drop; 

‘Tis a sweet noise to hear 
These green leaves drinking near. 


And when the sun comes out, & 
After this rain shall stop, 
A wondrous light will fill 
Each dark, round drop; 
I hope the sun shines bright: 
‘Twill be lovely sight. 


W.H. Davies 


Look at these contracted forms and what they stand for 
"Tis — Itis 


We take the firmness of the earth for granted. Hence, 
to feel it shaking beneath our feet fills us with uneasiness. 
Tremors shake the foundations of buildings. They crash 
to the earth. People are buried beneath their ruins. It is 
terrifying. It is an earthquake. } 

There is a mysterious underground force. At times, it 
makes the earth shake beneath our feet. Sometimes the 
earthquake is violent. At times, it is hardly stronger than 
the passing of a truck on the highway. In some regions, 
the earth shakes very often. In others, an earthquake is a 


rare event. You must have heard about the severe 
earthquakes in Latur in Maharashtra and Bhuj in Gujarat. 
They were devastating. Many buildings and houses were 
ruined. Many people died. Many were injured. 

An earthquake doesn't warn before it strikes. It cannot 
be predicted. One cannot say that it will occur on a 
particular day or month or year. Nearly always, it starts 
with a rumbling noise. This happens only about half a 
minute before the actual earthquake. Immediately 
afterwards, the ground shakes. The intensity of the 
earthquake can be measured on a Richter Scale. An 
earthquake of Richter value of two is normally mild. Those 
with a Richter value of six and above are severe. 

The damage caused by earthquakes can be reduced 
by adopting some safety measures. What should we 
humans do? The moment we feel the tremors, we 
should try to go out into the open. We should try to 
avoid being close to tall buildings. We should do our 
best to help others. Often people are trapped under 
the debris. Those buried under the debris need our 
help. They are usually injured and require first-aid. 
Pretty often, fire breaks out after an earthquake. Care 
should be taken to control the fire immediately. Very 
often, severe earthquakes are followed by mild 
tremors. It is not very safe to go into houses soon 


after an earthquake . We cannot do much to prevent 
an earthquake. But we can arrange timely help to the 
earthquake victims and provide relief in their 
sufferings. aa 


L Answer the following questions. E 


Why do tremors make us uneasy? 
What does the mysterious underground force do? 
What happened when severe earthquakes occurred in Latur and Bhuj? 
What happens when an earthquake occurs? 


qu a t 


How is an earthquake measured? What is the difference between a 
mild and severe earthquake? 


6. What are the three things we should do when an earthquake strikes? 


It. Use these phrases in sentences of your own: 


(a) at times 
(b) pretty often 
(c) nearly always 


(d) very often 


~< 
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for granted 


nearly always iost frequently 
ediately afterward following immediately 
very often mostly 


Gyanam lived in a small town with his parents. A famous 
river flowed by it. One summer, he visited a fair. He had 
great fun at the stalls. In one of them he saw a small 
exhibition on the turtle. With the help of a model and 
some pictures, a gentleman was explaining about the 
turtle. He requested people not to harm them when they 
saw them. "Oh! It is the 'Save the Turtle' campaign again," 
someone muttered. Gyanam too moved away. "How 
boring!" he thought. 

Gyanam spent that summer vacation playing with his 
friends. One day, the boys decided to go to the riverside. 
They had an enjoyable swim in the river. Gyanam too had 
jumped into the flowing water. For sometime, the boys 
splashed around amidst cries of joy and laughter. 


t E 


Suddenly, Gyanam found himself drifting away from 
his friends. The strong current had proved to be too 
powerful for his small body. He instantly cried out for 
help. Busy swimming, no one heard him. 

Gyanam gulped in a lot of water. He began to feel 
giddy. Still, he continued waving his feeble hands. One of 
the boys saw his waving hands and cried for help. Some 
boatmen who were standing on the shore heard the cry. 
They spotted the boy and jumped into a boat and rushed 
to save him. 

Everything had grown 
dark for Gyanam. His 
helpless body bounced up 
and down in the swift 
current. It was then that he 
felt a tickling sensation on 
his feet. Something heavy 
and pulpy had touched his 
body. Gyanam panicked. 


M> a2 
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Probably some deadly creature had come to swallow him. 

He shut his eyes in great fear. The nudging and pushing of 
his body continued. His head slowly moved out of water. With 
short sharp breathless gasps, he moved his hands to remain 
floating. By then, the round creature had come under his 
body! He felt it pushing him upwards. 


Noisy shouts of the boatmen greeted his wobbling head. 
Lifting him on the boat, they gave him first aid. 

It was then that they noticed the brown glistening creature. 
It was gently swimming away. "The grand turtle of our river!’ 
everybody cried. “It has saved Gyanam from drowning! The 
crowd gathered at the shore cheered at this act of the turtle. 

After this incident, Gyanam became an active member of 


the “Save the Turtle” campaign. 


I. Answer the following questions. 


I. Look up the meaning of these words in the dictionary and write them 


What did Gyanam see at the fair? 
Why did Gyanam move away from the exhibition? : 
Why did Gyanam go to the riverside? 

Why couldn't Gyanam swim for long? 

How did the turtle help Gyanam from drowning? 
What was the effect of the incident on Gyanam? 


i. 
Z: 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
down. 
l. urged 
2. campaign 
3. muttered 
4. amidst 
5. drifting 
6. instantly 
7. giddy 
8. feeble 
9. sensation 
10. panicked 
ll. deadly 
12. nudging 
13. gasps 
14. wobbling 
15. glistening 


Find out about turtles from books, magazines 
Prepare drawings, collage, and clay models of turtles. 
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Activity 


, and television programmes etc. 
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Read and Enjoy 


i'm a merry, merry squirrel, 


All day I leap and whirl 
Through my home in the old beech tree; 
If you chase me, I will run 
In the shade and in the sun. 
But you never, never can catch me! 
For round a bough I'll creep, 
Playing hide-and-seek so sly, 
On through the leaves bo-peep, 
With my little shining eye. ` 
Ha, ha, ha! ha, ha, ha! ha, ha, ha! 


Norman Mac LEOD a~ 


Read and Enjoy 


Putul looked under the table. She searched behind the 
cupboards. She peeped down the terrace. She checked 
underneath the cushions. But, alas! Pushai was 
nowhere to be found. Pushai was Putul's pet rabbit. 
Pushai was as white as snow and as soft as wool. Her 
eyes were like red and shiny buttons. She slept under 
Putul's bed at night. She sat next to Putul when Putul 
did her homework. She had her meals of carrot and 
vegetables when Putul took her meals. But today she 
could not be found anywhere. Putul was worried and I 


anxious. Lu fasi 


Mother: Putul, aren't you 
ready yet? We have — A/S 


to go to participate in | mE 
the Vasant Panchami £P # | 
celebrations. If we — Eis 


are late, we will miss 
the Saraswati Puja. 

Putul: Mother, I can't find Pushai anywhere. I am very 
worried. 

Mother : Don't be so anxious, dear, she will come back. 
Now wear your yellow frock and let's go. 

Putul: Maybe you are right, Mother. Pushai can't 
leave me. 


dokok kk kkk 


Putul : 
Mother : 


Putul : 
Mother : 


Putul : 


23 


: Itis a celebration of spring. It falls in the month of 


(They are walking towards the place 
where a small tent has been pitched. 
The idol of the goddess Saraswati 
is placed on a raised platform. People 
have gathered around it, and are 
offering prayers.) 

Putul: Mother, what is Vasant 

Panchami? 


Magha of the Indian calendar. That is, in the month 
of January or February every year. On this day, 
we pray to Goddess Saraswati. She is the goddess 
of knowledge whose blessings we seek to do well 
in our studies. You can see that she is holding a 
book in one hand and a veena in the other. She is 
also the goddess of art and music. 


Will the goddess help me in my examinations? 


Yes, why not? But she helps only those who help 
themselves. 


What does that mean? 


It means you too should work very hard. And only 
then will she help you. 


(Putul closes her eyes and prays) 


Dear goddess, please help me in my studies as 
well as in my examinations. I will study very 
hard. I promise to be very good. 


Putul and Mother go back home. As they enter the 
house, they hear a soft Squeak coming from the 


storeroom. Putul rushes towards the storeroom to find 
out what it was. She is stunned! She exclaims with 
happiness; ‘Mother! Look!’ Mother comes quickly to her 
side. She too looks down and becomes extremely happy. 

There was Pushai. But she was not alone! Five small 
little baby rabbits were 
Sleeping, close to her. 
Pushai had given birth to 
Sweet little babies. 
Putul's eyes filled with 
tears of joy. She picked 
up Pushai in her arms 
and hugged her. 


I. Answer the following questions. 
1. Who was Pushai? Where did Putul look for her? 


Why was Putul worried and anxious? 


2 

3. When is Vasant Panchami celebrated? 

4. Why do we iub to Goddess Saraswati? 

5. Where did Putul find Pushai? Who were with her? 


H. Fill in the blanks: 
l. Putul looked for Pushai the table. 


2. She searched the cupboards. 
3. She peeped the terrace. 
4. She checked the cushions. 


Hello, children! Would you like to make friends with 
me? I have a lot of friends who are adults but very 
few young friends from school. If you and I can have 
a very close friendship, we could, in future, become 
very famous together. I have a very good friend, who 
is also very famous. His name is Pandit Ravi Shankar. 
We have been friends for a long time now. His brother 
Uday Shankar, was a world-renowned dancer. 

Let me introduce myself 
to you. My name is Sitar. I 
am a famous musical 
instrument from your 
country. I am called a string 
instrument because I have 
strings on my body. These 
strings are plucked or 
stirred, to produce sweet 


musical melodies. 

Ravi Shankar learnt playing me when he was very 
young. He learnt to play me under the guidance of 
Ustad Allauddin Khan who was a famous sitar player. 
He was a dedicated and sincere learner. He is my 
most renowned exponent. He belonged to a very 
affluent family. Yet he lived in humble surroundings 


with his teacher, to learn to play me. 


It is because of the efforts of Pandit Ravi Shankar that 
I have become popular in the world. He played me in a 
manner that is different from the way I was played in 
ancient times. People outside India too enjoy his 
performance. As people started liking me, I was exported 
in thousands to America and other western countries. 
Many international musicians like George Harrison* were 
very impressed with the way Pandit Ravi Shankar played 
me. I have truly achieved world fame, thanks to my friend, 
Ravi Shankar! He, on the other hand, has received many 
national and international awards, including the Padma 
Bhushan. I have acquired another good friend recently. 
Her name is Anoushka. She is the daughter of Ravi 
Shankar and plays me pretty well, too. Would you like to 
play me? Do try. I will be glad to get your love and attention. 


I. Answer the following questions. 
1. Who wants to make friends with children here? 
2. Who is the famous friend of the sitar? 
3. How is the sitar played? 
4 


How did the sitar become popular outside India? 


I. Look up the meanings of the following words in the dictionary and use 
them in sentences of your own: 


l. world-renowned : 


melodies 


2 
3. dedicated 
4 


penance 


* George Harrison belonged to the famous musical group of England, called 
the ‘Beatles’. 


5. affluent 

6. sincere 

7. impressed 
8. exported 
9$. exponent 


To the Teacher 


Read out the following passages from the boxes, one at a time. Frame 
small questions on them and ask the students to answer them orally. This 
is an exercise to develop oral-aural skills of the students. You could frame 
more exercises like these. 


The sitaris a string instrument. This is because 
the sitar has strings on its body. These strings 
are plucked, or stirred, in order to produce 


music. The most famous exponent of this art 
form is Pandit Ravi Shankar. 


There are musical instruments, which are 
called percussion instruments. They are so 
called because they are struck with something 
to produce music. The tabla and the drum are 
percussion musical instruments. Ustad 
Allarakha and Ustad Zakir Hussain are 
famous exponents of the tabla. 


There are certain musical instruments, which 
are blown into to produce music. Some 
examples of wind blown 
instruments are the 
flute and the shehnai. 
Ustad Bismillah Khan is 
the famous exponent of 
the shehnai. Pandit Hari Prasad Chaurasia 
is an exponent of the flute. 


Antonio was a puppet maker. He cut logs of wood, sawed 
them and made them into puppets. He painted the 
puppets in different colours. These he sold in the market 
to earn his living. 

One day, Antonio was at 
Work, as usual. Like any 
other day, he picked up a log 
of wood and prepared to chop 
it with his axe. Suddenly, he 
heard a voice, "Please sir, be 
gentle with me." 

Antonio looked around. 
There was no one. “I must 
have imagined that I heard a 
Voice," Antonio said to 
himself. He soon resumed his 
work. The moment he struck 
at the log with his axe, he 
heard a sharp voice exclaiming in pain again. 

"Ouch! that hurt! Please be gentle with me while you 
Work on me." 

Antonio realised that it was the log of wood that had 
been speaking to him. With great care, he started carving 

n the log. He was making a boy. When the face was 
complete, the Puppet winked at him and gave him a 
wide grin. 
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After a few hours, the 
puppet was ready. 
Antonio liked him so 
much that he gave 
it a special name, 
PINOCCHIO (pronounced 
Pinokio). 

When Antonio tried to 
paint him, Pinocchio 


playfully pinched his nose. At first Antonio liked this but 
after some time he became tired of Pinocchio. The little 
puppet was troubling him. Pinocchio began to run around 
the room throwing things here and there. He enjoyed 


troubling Antonio. 


Antonio did not know what to do with this strange 
puppet that had suddenly come alive. Nobody would buy 
him. As he sat thinking about the problem, his old friend 


Gappetto came to meet him. 
He was surprised to see a 
puppet that was alive and 
could walk and talk and 
behave just like a real boy. 

Gappetto was childless 
and was glad to take 
Pinocchio home. On the way, 
Pinocchio troubled Gappetto 
a lot. When they got home, 
Gappetto told Pinocchio, 
"You are a very lucky puppet 
to have come alive. Now, if 
you be good, your Fairy 
Godmother will change you 
into a real boy." 


The following day, 
Gappetto decided to 
admit Pinocchio in 
school. He bought 
Pinocchio new clothes 
and a satchel. But on 
the way, a group of 
children teased 
Pinocchio. 


"Ha, ha, look at this. A puppet going to school!" 

Pinocchio did not like this and he ran away from there. 
As he wandered around the town, he came across a puppet 
show. He thought he would join the show, but was 
disappointed because the puppets were not like him. They 
had strings attached to them. The puppets could move 
only when the puppeteer pulled the strings. 

As Pinocchio wandered here and there, he met an old 
woman. She asked him who he was and where he lived. 
Pinocchio did not want to go home to Gappetto. He said, 


“I am an orphan. I have 
no place to go. Nobody 
wants me." 

What's that? 

His nose seemed to be 
growing big. 

She asked him several 
questions. Every time 
Pinocchio lied to her, his 
nose became longer. He 
was quite frightened and 
could not bear it. He ran 
away from that place, into 
the woods. 


Pinocchio sat under a tree and began to sob. He knew 
that he had been ungrateful to Gappetto. He had been 
naughty and even untruthful. He wished he could undo 
all that he had done. He put his head on his knees and 
wept. 

“Wipe your tears, Pinocchio,” he heard a voice. When 
he looked up he saw the Fairy Godmother. She smiled at 
him and waved her magic wand. 

Lo and behold! Pinocchio was in Gappetto’s house. 
Pinocchio had become a real boy! He had learnt a lesson 
and he remained obedient and truthful ever after. 


—À 


Answer the following questions. 


. How did Antonio make puppets? T" E » | 
Why did the piece of wood say ‘Please sir, be gentle with me’? 3 
Why did Antonio start carving the log of wood with care? 24 
How did Pinocchio trouble Antonio? 

Why did Gappetto agree to take Pinocchio home? 

. What did Pinocchio do when the group of children teased him? 
Why did Pinocchio's nose grow big? 

- Did Pinocchio realise his mistake? 

. What did he do then? 

How was Pinocchio different from other puppets of the show? 


PO PNOaA RAN He 


= untruthful.Using un _ to the words given, form n 


words. 
just true well 
kind load do 


Hi. From the puppet's body, choose appropriate words to fill in the blanks: 


l. Antonio by making puppets. 


2. Antonio carved the log of wood 


that he should not be 


3. Pinocchio m laser et 


disobedient. 


4. A group of children teased Pinocchio when he was 


to school. 


Robin was very excited. It was his 
last day at school. His vacations 
were about to begin. On his way 
back he walked cheerfully, looking 
at the lovely trees and flowers. 

As soon as he reached home 
he put his bag in a corner, changed 
his clothes and ran into his 
brother's room. 

"Robin, don't disturb your 
brother, his exams are not yet 
over," his mother said. Sadly, 
Robin returned to his room. His brother Samuel was 
preparing for his board exams. His parents did not want 
Samuel to be disturbed. 


(A little later) 


"Robin," his mother called 
out. 

"Yes, Mother," he answered 
and rushed to the next room. 
"What is it, Mother?" he asked, 
curiously. "The table lamp in 
Samuel's room is not working. 
He needs it. Go and call the 
electrician," she said. 

"Mother, can't Samuel fix it 
himself? He is so good at it," Robin said. 

“Don’t argue Robin. Do as you are told,” she said sternly. 

Overhearing this conversation, Samuel came out and 
said, *Oh! Mother, please let me try. It will not take more 
than half an hour." 

"No, don't waste your time. Go and study," she replied 
firmly. Quietly, Samuel returned to his room but he could 
not concentrate on his studies. He was eager to use his 
electrical tool kit. It was amongst his most prized 
possessions. Samuel had selected each tool with utmost 
care. He kept looking at it. Finally, he could not control 
himself and got up to fix the lamp. 

By the time Robin returned, Samuel had already 
repaired the lamp. 

“Wow! Samuel, you are brilliant. I knew you would be 
able to do it," exclaimed Robin. "Sorry for the trouble Mr. 
Yadav, the work is already done," said the mother to the 
electrician. “I’m sure Samuel must have done it. You 
already have an expert electrician at home," he said and 
left with a smile. 

"Now stop wasting your time and get back to your 
studies," mother told Samuel. 


On the day of the 
announcement of results, 
Samuel left for school early. 
Everybody at home waited 
eagerly for him to return. When 
he came back, and showed his 
<M) ^ report card the whole family was 
delighted. Samuel had topped his class. 

Mother : Now it will be easy for you to get admission 

into a good college. 

Samuel : Mother, I don't want to go into college. Father, 

I want to take up a course where my hobby 
can become my profession. 

The next day he went with his father to the Technical 
Training Institute. He took admission into a course of his 
choice. i 


(A couple of years later) 


Everyone looked cheerful as they walked out of the 
house. Samuel had set up a new shop and they were 
going for its inauguration. At the inaugural ceremony 
Samuel asked Robin to come forward and cut the ribbon. 
Everybody clapped. 


Answer the following questions. 


Why was Robin sad when he returned to his room? 
Why did Robin's mother call for the electrician? 
Why was Samuel eager to use his electrical tool kit? 
Why were Samuel's parents delighted? 


Why did Samuel decide to take admission into the Technical Training 
Institute? 


Cl SN MSIE 


Shazia was sitting quietly on her seat when the teacher 
entered the class. (All the students stood up) 


Students: Good morning, teacher. 

Teacher: Good morning, children. Please, sit down. 

(Turning to Shazia who was looking sad) 

Teacher: Shazia, why are you sad? 

Shazia: ^ Teacher, tomorrow is my birthday and my 
parents are out of town. 

Teacher: Now, look children, tomorrow is Sunday. Can 
We go on a picnic tomorrow? 

Children: Yes, Teacher. It's a lovely idea. 

Teacher: Shazia, would you be willing to come with us? 

Shazia: Certainly, Teacher. I'll be very happy. 


Teacher: Children,we will celebrate Shazia's birthday 
there. 


All the students agreed. 
Satinder: Teacher, what are we going to cook in the 


Teacher: 


Joseph: 
Teacher: 


picnic? Shall we carry some food from home? 
No, we will prepare something simple and 
nutritious there itself. I am thinking of three 
simple dishes which we will prepare together. 
That will be real fun. 


You divide yourself into three groups. Each 
group will prepare one dish. 


(At the picnic) 


The teacher saw the children working enthusiastically 
and was very happy. She went to one group and watched 
them preparing fruit salad. 


Teacher: 


Arushi: 
Teacher: 


(Looking at the papaya, bananas, guavas and 
pomegranates kept on the table) What do you 
plan to make with these fruits? 

Teacher, we are making fruit salad. 

Well! That is wonderful. l'm glad you chose 
this recipe. These fruits are full of vitamins 
and minerals, which protect us against 
diseases. 


In the meantime, other 
children in the group had cut 
the fruits into small pieces. 
One of them was now mixing Å 
them with a ladle. W 


Teacher: 


Rishabh: 


2) 


What are you M 
doing, Rishabh? ™ 
Teacher, I have 
added a little salt 
and lemon juice to the fruits. Now I'm mixing 
them. 


The teacher tastes the fruit salad. 


Teacher: 


It tastes delicious. (Turning to the other group) 
Let's see, what my other group is doing. 


One of the students was straining a liquid. 


Teacher: 


Malini: 


Teacher: 


Malini: 


Teacher: 


What have you 
made, Malini? 
Teacher, I have 
made lemonade. 
Please taste it. 
(Offers her some 
lemonade) 
(Sipping from the 
glass) It is very A 
refreshing. How did you make it? 

Teacher, first I took some water in a jug. Then 
I added sugar and lemon juice to it and stirred 
well. Finally, I strained the mixture. 
(Addressing all) This lemonade is very good for 
health as it provides necessary minerals and 
water content needed by our body. It is also 
rich in Vitamin C. 
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(Looking at the dish on the table) 

Teacher: I see an interesting dish on the table. What is 
it, children? 

One of the children: Teacher, this is Aloo Chat. 

Teacher: Have you boiled these potatoes? 

Rahul: Teacher, we brought boiled potatoes from 
home. Here we just mixed them with some 
lemon juice, salt, roasted and finely ground 
cumin seeds, powdered red chilies and finely 
chopped fresh coriander leaves. 

Teacher: Oh! so today we are going to be full of energy. 
We should be able to work and enjoy the party 


without feeling tired. This is because potatoes 
are rich in carbohydrates which give us energy 
to work. 
Teacher: (Tothegroup) Come on, now. Let's begin the party. 
All the students moved forward and kept their dishes 
on the teacher's table. The teacher then distributed 
the fruit salad, the lemonade and the aloo chat to all 
the students. They wished Shazia a very happy birthday. 
Shazia was delighted. It had indeed been a happy day 
for her. 
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L Answer the following questions. 
1. What did the teacher decide when she found Shazia sad? 
2. Why is lemonade good for health? 
3. Potatoes are rich in carbohydrates. How do they help us? 


Hi. Activity: 


Some delicious dishes were served at Shazia's birthday. See if you have 
understood the recipe rightly. Write down the directions for the recipe in 
the space provided. One has been done for you. Take the help of your 
teacher if needed. 


LEMONADE 
Ingredients needed : Water, lemon and sugar 
Method . Take a jugful of water. 


. Add one heaped tablespoon of sugar. 

. Stir well. 

. Add the juice of one lemon to it and mix well. 
. Strain the mixture. 


OP WN - 


Fruit SALAD 


Ingredients needed : 


Method 


Read and Enjoy 


Sing a song of Scissor-men, 
"Mend a broken plate, 
Bring your knives and garden 
shears, 

Ill do them while you wait. 
Buzz-a-wuzz! Buzz-a-wuzz! 
Fast the wheel or slow, 
Ticker Tacker! Ticker tack! 
Rivets in row." 

Sing a song of Scissor-men, 
Sitting in the sun, 

Sing it when the day begins, 

= Sing it when it’s done. 
Be it hard or be it soft, 
Here's a jolly plan; 
Sing to make the work go well, 
Like the Scissor man. 
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Ten-year old Nina was happy that day. Her mother 
Meenakshi, the famous astronaut, was returning to earth 
after her month long space mission. There was excitement 
all around. 

Suddenly, all music stopped. A sigh of shock and 
amazement filled the air, as news of the fire in the 
spacecraft followed by its crash spread swiftly. 

Time passed. Rituals 
were held to mourn 
Meenakshi's death. Nina 
was missing her mother 
all the time. She wept 
daily in the silence of her 
room. Then, she began 
to dream of her mother. 
Meenakshi seemed to be 
calling out to her in a 
faint voice, "Nina, get my 
diary! Look for it near 
the wreckage!” 

So one morning, Nina managed to coax her aunt to 
take her to the site where the wreckage had fallen to the 
ground. The place was heavily guarded. But the security 
guards were sympathetic towards the child who had lost 
her mother. They did not mind her presence near the 


wreckage. 


Nina was feeling scared. Tense with excitement, she 
hurriedly searched through bushes and shrubs. The 
distant voice of Meenakshi seemed to be guiding her child 
to a spot where some shrubs were lying charred in the 
fire. Nina swiftly searched through the debris. Her little 
hands hit on a small fat object. Nina immediately hid it in 
her coat. Thanking the guards, she returned home to the 
privacy of her bedroom. 

With the help of a knife, Nina opened the case and 
took out the diary. The fireproof case had saved it. In the 
silence of the night, Nina started reading her mother's 
diary. She was stunned by its contents. 

While fulfilling the duties of her secret mission in space, 
Meenakshi had spotted some unidentified flying objects 
(UFOs) hovering near their spacecraft. Perhaps they 


wanted to obtain the secret data and confidential reports 
on space research which the astronauts had collected 
and compiled very painstakingly. 

The unidentified 
creatures in them had 
a queer appearance. 
Their eyes shone like 
magnifying glasses. 
Antennae stood out on 
their heads, and their 
bodies had fin-like 
hands and feet. They 
were utilising these to 
glide and fly about. They 
were also spraying something poisonous on the spacecraft. 

Soon after, her spacecraft began heading towards 
earth. Meenakshi immediately told her colleagues about 
these dangerous invaders of the outer world. The 
astronauts tried to inform the control room on earth about 
the alarming situation. But suddenly, the spacecraft gave 
a massive jolt. 

To their horror, the astronauts noticed a hoard of 
unusual-looking creatures attacking them with powerful 
laser beams. Their craft immediately burst into flames. 

With the death of these astronauts there is nobody 
left now to tell about the identity of the deadly creatures. 
It remains a mystery! Nina cringed in fear. The creatures 
might even invade the earth in future! They could 
similarly attack other spacecrafts too! What should she 
do now? “Do not fear! I am with you,” her mother's voice 
floated in a whisper, *Go to Prof. Ranganathan, your 
father's scientist friend! Hurry, Nina, before it's too late! 


Be brave my dear!” 


Nina realised the 
seriousness of the 
situation. Her mother was 
close by! So, early next 
morning, she quietly 
rushed to Prof. 
Ranganathan of the 
Space Research Centre. 
The diary was handed 
over to him. 

Mankind would now be saved from these strange 
creatures. Nina was happy that she had done her bit! 


I. Answer the following questions. 
1. What happened to the space craft on its return journey? 


2. What would you do if you come across similar strange-looking 
creatures? 


3. Imagine some odd-looking creatures of outer space. Then write about 
them and draw them. Display it on the bulletin board of your class. 


The children were in 
for a shock when they 
returned home that 
evening. Abhishek, 
the four-year-old son 
of Mr. Roy, their 
neighbour, had been 
missing since that 
afternoon. Everybody 
feared that the child had been kidnapped. After a frantic 
search for his son, Mr. Roy had ultimately lodged a 
complaint at the police station. 

Rahul, Hardeep, Rita and Ameena were perplexed by 
this turn of events. They were looking forward to an 
enjoyable weekend with their uncle, Joy, who had come 
to visit them from the United States of America. The 
atmosphere instead had become grim with fear and 
concern. Everywhere, discussion and enquiries revolved 
around Abhishek. 

The majority suspected the tailor Jaggu to have done 
this mischief. His shop was closed. He was not to be seen 
in the area. Jaggu was a tenant in Mr. Roy's house. He 
had not paid the rent for a long time. Mr. Roy had severely 
scolded him. The tailor had probably done this in revenge. 

Abhishek's mother was inconsolable. Telephones and 
mobiles buzzed constantly. People were inquiring about 


Abhishek. Fortunately, 
Uncle Joy turned out to 
be an old school friend 
of the officer-in-charge 
of the local police 
station, Mr. Sharma. At 
his request, the news 
was immediately 
flashed in the local 
media. The news was broadcast on the radio. It was also 
telecast on the television. Mr. Roy announced a cash 
award to anyone providing 
information about Abhishek. 
Mobile police vans were alerted 
on the wireless about the 
incident. Mr Roy had it 
announced on loudspeakers in all 
the localities of the town. To 
lighten the atmosphere, Uncle 
Joy showed the children films of 
his life in the United States of America. They had been 
recorded by his video camera. He used a tape recorder to 
let the children listen to the voice of his daughters. His 
nephews and nieces were greatly impressed by the video 
camera, which could record actions in motion. Uncle Joy 
explained the process 
of operating it to the .— 
children. He even 
assigned them the 
task of recording 
some sights of India. 
He wanted to carry 
them back with him 
to the U.S.A. 
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So, the four excited children set out the next morning 
with the purpose of recording something interesting for 
their uncle. They had with them his video camera and 
tape recorder. 

Rahul and Rita went to the mango grove with the tape 
recorder in the hope of catching the cooing of the 
nightingale. Switching on the cassette, they hid behind 
some bushes near a cluster of mango trees. All sounds 
and talk of people passing by were recorded. 

In the meantime, Hardeep and Ameena with their video 
camera perched on a tree, facing some hutments. It was 
in an isolated area. They hoped to catch the activities of 
snake charmers and monkey-trainers who lived there. 
Moving the camera left to right, they recorded the 
movements of the people over there. 

Delighted with their success, they returned home to 
show it to their uncle. He was talking to his friend 
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Mr. Sharma, the officer-in-charge of the police station. 
They were discussing their plans for further investigations. 

Together, they watched 
the children's recordings 
with great amusement. 
Suddenly, the officer sat 
up with a jolt. He had 
spotted in the film a 
suspicious figure entering 
a hut, carrying something ; oe 
wrapped in a blanket. As he reappeared, everybody 
recognised the missing tailor! The officer clapped his hands 
in satisfaction. 

A sweet cooing of the nightingale was heard on the 
taped cassette. It was followed by a conversation in gruff 
voices. They were discussing the release of the kidnapped 
child for a large ransom. The names of J aggu and Sukhdeo 
were heard again and again. 

Praising the children for their wonderful work, Mr. 
Sharma rushed to the police station. He carried with him 
the recorded proof. The police force was immediately sent 
to rescue the kidnapped child. 

Later, the evening news on 
television showed Jaggu, 
handcuffed, standing behind 
the four beaming children. 
They were receiving their award 
from Mr. Sharma. Abhishek 
was safe in his mother’s arms. 
Their uncle was very much 
pleased with the success of the 
children. He gifted his video 
camera and tape recorder to 
these budding detectives! 


Answer the following questions. 

1. What work did Uncle Joy assign the children to do? 
2. What proof did the police get from the recorded film? 
3. What gift did Uncle Joy give to the children? 


Learn these words: 
I had — 
He had — 
We had — 
had not — 


is not — 


IEEE CO Nr 


Id 
He'd 
We'd 
hadn't 


isn't 


Now, rewrite the following: 


You had — 
She had — 
They had. — 
did not => 


Seo ARS 


was not — 


Read and Enjoy 


I meant to do my work today — 
But a brown bird sang in the apple-tree, 
And a butterfly flitted across the field, 
And all the leaves were calling me. 


And the wind went sighing over the land, 
Tossing the grasses to and fro, 

And a rainbow held out its shining hand p 
So what could I do but laugh and go? DP , 
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Once there lived a tiger — 
in a jungle. While he was . 
roaming around he met 

a priest. The priest was 
returning home after 
performing a marriage 
ceremony. 


- When the priest saw the 


| tiger, he was terribly 
| frightened. The tiger 
_ asked him politely, “O holy 
| priest! Where are you 
| coming from?". 


and ios “I am going home 
after performing. a marriage 
ceremony." The tiger did not 
understand what a marriage j| 
ceremony was. He asked the © 
priest to explain it to him. 


The priest said, * Aman and 
a woman are pronounced 
= husband and wife.” "It is a 
_ good idea to get married,” 
- thought the tiger and said, 
' “Sir, I too want to get 
| married. You must find me 
.— aright match." 
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Wmi reached his home. As he 
entered his house he heard 
a voice from behind — 
“When should I come for my 
wedding?” The priest was 


rn shocked to see the tiger. 


| "You can come after a few 
. days.Ithink Tuesday will 
|. be fine." Saying this, the 


. and closed the door. The. 


" tiger returned happily. 


Tuesday came. The tiger 
waited at the priest's 
doorstep with some fruits 


and sweets as gifts. The | 
priest and his wife did not | 
dare to come out. 


The priest's wife called out, 

"My husband is not well. 
Come back after a few days." 
"Please accept this gift," said 

the tiger. The priests wife | 
asked him to leave the gift at fi 
the doorstep. The tiger did 

so and left. 


The priest knew the 
tiger would return. He 
took his neighbours 
into confidence and 
they built a cage with 
bamboo sticks and 
covered it with grass. 


After a week, the tiger came 

_ back to the priest's house 
| and requested him to 
perform the marriage 
_ ceremony. The priest said, 
- "There is always a small | 
- ceremony before a marriage W 
| is performed. It requires the ? 
_ bridegroom to sit inside a | de 
-hut. Would you mind X4. 
- getting into this hut?” 


Bi a 


_ As soon as the tiger entered | 
T the cage, the priest and his | 
ei neighbours shut the door 
MU of the cage. “You must. 
| ffs remain inside the cage for 
! five days. Only after that, | 
can the marriage ceremony 
_ be performed," said the 
priest. 


_ due to hunger. They picked 
- up the cage and dumped it 
| in the river along with the 
- tiger in it. 


On the other side of the | 
river lived a tigress. She was - 
prowling on the banks in - 
search of food. She saw 
something floating down — 
the river. She pulled it to 
the banks of the river and 
found that it was a cage with 
a handsome tiger in it. 


. By this time the tiger 
|. had regained his 
| consciousness and was 
. surprised to see a beautiful 
. tigress before him. 


The tiger thought that the ~ 
priest had performed a . 
marriage ceremony with © 
the tigress. He was 
extremely happy. 
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| The tiger decided to take 

. his wife to thank the 
_ priest. The priest saw 
|! the tiger and the tigress. 
| He was frightened. The 
tiger said, "Sir! I got a 
| wife only because of 
| you. We've come to 
_ thank you." The priest 
' and his wife blessed the couple. The tiger couple went back to 
|. the forest and lived happ 


m 


Answer the following questions. 


l. Do you think the priest and the neighbours were right in shutting the 
tiger in the cage? 


2. (a) Imagine yourself to be the priest. Narrate what you would have 
done in his place in the situation. 


(b) Now write it in your own words in your notebooks. 


Read and Enjoy 


The year's at the spring, 
And day's at the morn; 
Morning's at seven; i 
The hill side's dew-pearled; 
The lark's on the wing; 
The snail's on the thorn; 
God's in his heaven; 
All’s right with the world. 
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he hill is covered with shining drops of dew. 
side's— 's stands for is. 


Key to Exercise III — Babbar and Fudku 


Cries of Animals 


frog croak 


tiger roar 
monkey chatter 
fox yelp 
elephant trumpet 


ass bray 


